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Seeing Clearly 

A few weeks ago, I went for an eye test. My 

prescription had expired and in order to 

purchase some new glasses I was required to 

visit the optician to check that there hadn’t 

been any changes since my last appointment 

in 2018.  

Arriving with face-mask, pen and hand gel my routine 

examination began. First came the ‘Visual field test.’ Putting 

on a pair of glasses with a patch over one eye keeping my 

gaze fixed while objects lit up at different places. However, 

there was a problem, my mask was making everything steam 

up and so couldn’t see things very clearly. Throughout the 

examination it became a recurring problem and had to be 

managed.  

The apostle Paul writing to the church in Corinth says ‘now we 

see in a mirror dimly, but then we shall see face to face.’ There 

are situations and circumstance in our lives that we don’t fully 

understand, or it can be like looking through steamed glasses 

or a hazy screen. Abraham and others named in the faith 

chapter of Hebrews 11 saw something in God that many 

couldn’t see.  

As a Church we are informed both by what we see in the 

material world around us and also by Faith which involves 

seeing and trusting what God has revealed to us. May we 

have eyes of faith to trust in God with our present, our future 

and God’s future.   

Revd Paul 



“THRO’ ALL THE CHANGING SCENES OF LIFE…”  

I have long been fascinated by a tombstone set in the floor of one of the 

aisles on the North side of the church-on the way down to St Thomas 

Chapel. 

The ledger is a black stone, and bears the following inscription:- 

Joseph Moore 

Dr of Phisick (sic) 

DIED 23 December 

1678 

Aged 75 

“Bene qui latuit dum vixit” 

I’m indebted to a friend who tells me that the Latin inscription, translated 

into English, reads “The man who has lived unknown, has lived well.” 

Given the mention of the year of his death, together with mention of his 

age when he died, we can deduce that he was born about 1603, but the 

monument gives no clue as to either his place of birth or as to how long he 

had lived in Spalding. 

It is, perhaps, not unreasonable, but no means certain, to assume that he 

was Spalding-born, and had spent his whole life in the town, apart, possibly, 

from living elsewhere while studying to become a “Dr. of Phisick”. 

If the above assumptions are incorrect, then we are given no clue as to his 

place of birth, or of his life, if any, spelt elsewhere. 

But, to set all such speculation aside, just consider his dates-born in 1603, 

dying in 1678, a life spanning 75 years- surely well beyond the average 

length of life for anyone born , as he was, in England, in the opening years 

of the seventeenth century, that is, at or near the end of the reign of the 

first Queen Elizabeth, Gloriana. 

Pause to consider-the life of this “Dr. of Phisick” spans the reigns of several 

kings, James I (1603-1625), Charles I (1625-1649) and part of the reign of 

Charles II, and includes the period of the Commonwealth (1649-1660)…. 

To be continued—Dafydd Jones 
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Update on church and cathedral monuments 

The Church of England has more than 16,000 churches and 42 

cathedrals, almost all of which are home to memorials and monuments 

to individuals from a period spanning more than a thousand years. 

A recent statement put out by the Church of England explains: 

“Monuments and memorials tell us a lot, not just about individuals, but 

about who and what was valued by the society that put them up.  

“What we value and seek to memorialise now is not the same as it was 

in any other historical period. A prominent memorial in a church in 

some cases is a mark of the esteem in which the person was held in 

their community and beyond. In others, it will reflect a donation given 

to the church at the time by an individual or family – or a combination 

of the two.  In addition to this there are millions of gravestones in 

churchyards. 

“The events of the past weeks in response to the tragic death of 

George Floyd have brought into focus the question of monuments to 

individuals who have participated in systemic and targeted 

discrimination or exploitation based on race.” 

The Church of England’s Director of Church Buildings and Cathedrals, 

Becky Clark, says: "Action is being taken by parishes and cathedrals 

across England to consider monuments which have links to slave 

trading or the exploitation of people. Some churches have previously 

acknowledged and exposed this legacy, but many are just beginning 

this work in response to the spotlight shone on these questions by the 

Black Lives Matter movement.  

“While it is not possible to provide a single answer, which could apply 

to all circumstances and which would satisfy all legitimate viewpoints, 

we must be as one in acknowledging the real and justified anger of 

those who believe monuments in churches and elsewhere must be 

reviewed.  

“Key to determining what should be done in each context is the 

creation of a dialogue within communities. This must be open and 



honest, and acknowledge that there are monuments in our churches 

and cathedrals to individuals and events whose destructive impact is 

still being felt by people living in the UK today.   

“Meaningful dialogue needs to engage with this reality, recognise that 

these voices have often not been listened to in the past, and make 

decisions that allow these unjust experiences to form a recognised part 

of both the history and future of our churches.  

“The local and national church should play a leading role by helping to 

lead and facilitate the conversation, not purely as a discussion around 

historical monuments, but also how we, as a broad and diverse society, 

value and represent people of all ethnicities and backgrounds.  

“As the Archbishop of Canterbury has said, we can only forgive the 

actions of the past when we have justice in the present, and statues 

and memorials need to be seen in both the context of the past and the 

present. 

“Dialogue alone is not sufficient. It must have real outcomes. These 

may include re-interpretation, or in gaining permission for the 

alteration or removal of monuments.  The outcome and possible follow

-up action will be different in each case, and will depend on the 

particulars of the monument or memorial itself, recognising the rights 

of descendants as well as the artefacts as heritage assets.   

“Although these decisions will be taken locally, dioceses and national 

bodies like the Church Buildings Council have a part to play in 

facilitating those conversations and we have been offering advice and 

support to churches as they confront the complex challenges of the 

past and the reality of the present. 

“In doing so, we must seek to confront and understand the past whilst 

recognising the reality of how it impacts people living today.” 

Articles for September Tidings to be submitted by  

Saturday 22nd August please. 

We are happy to receive handwritten copy in good time. This can be 
delivered to the Parsonage.  

Otherwise use email- tidings@stmaryandstnicolas.org.uk    





WALSINGHAM YOUTH PILGRIMAGE 
August is here and that would normally mean The Sundaes 
would be off to sunny/windy/stormy/wet Walsingham! 

This year is different! The team at Walsingham have worked 
incredibly hard to enable us to share pilgrimage@home.  We will 
share online in the First Visit to the shrine, we will have bible 
studies led by Bishop Philip North, and be able to enjoy the music 
of the worship band, CJM. 

We intend to have two days of activities exploring “Mary Queen 
of all Creation” in the Parsonage garden. We will find it difficult 
to do this if we have rainy days. Hopefully we will experience 
some of the fun and fellowship and our younger Sundaes will get 
a flavour of pilgrimage ready for next year! 

We should say thank you to all those who have taken penny jars, 
there is no rush to return them , the money you kindly give will 
go towards next years pilgrimage.  

As always we will be posting on the parish Facebook page so do 
follow what we are up to. 

Mary, Aileen  and Sarah 



NOTES FROM THE 

PARSONAGE 

DIFFERENT BUT STILL GOOD 

We returned to church for worship on 5 July. There 
was a lot to be done before to ensure that we applied 
the guidance on keeping people safe in a way that 
would not detract too much from the experience of 
worshipping together. 

If you have been to a service you will be familiar with the new routines. 
There is hand sanitiser by the door, and as we go up to receive Holy 
Communion. Every other pew is kept free (a pile of hassocks blocks the 
way in at either end). We are not able to sing, but we have hymns where 
Nick Pitts plays the music and we follow the words printed out. 

At Holy Communion we only receive the bread, because of the potential 
risks from sharing a common cup of wine. There is a one-way system in 
operation to ensure that we maintain social distancing as we move from 
and back to our places. 

On the last Sunday of July we followed the “strong encouragement” 
from the central authorities of the Church of England to wear face 
coverings. Everyone complied. We were able to give disposable face 
masks to those who had not brought their own (thanks to Frankie Lee 
who sent us three boxes from Hong Kong several weeks ago).  

Those who were reading, leading the intercessions and preaching 
removed their masks to make it easier for them to be heard. I wore a 
Perspex face-shield to lead the service and put on a mask when I gave 
Holy Communion. 

Despite all that, it has felt really good to be together worshipping God 
and enjoying lively conversations outside the church after the service. 

If anyone has said to me a year ago that this is what we would be doing 
now, I am not sure that I would have believed them. I have really 
appreciated everyone’s understanding and support as we try to keep 
everyone safe, especially those who are most vulnerable to serious illness 
if they catch the virus. 



PLACEMENTS 

From September we will be joined by Sally Clifton, who is licensed as a 
Reader and works with Rosamund Seal at All Saint’s, Holbeach. She has 
been recommended for training for ordination and as part of her 
preparation she will join the ministry team here until after Christmas.  

Revd Evan is also in discussion about having a placement in another 
parish from September. This will give him more experience in a different 
setting ready for moving after Easter next year, when he will take on his 
first post of responsibility as a vicar, or the equivalent. 

FAREWELL TO BISHOP ROB 

Bishop Rob Gillion has been interim minister at St John’s since February 
last year and will be moving to a post in London later this month. I know 
how much his wise and calm presence has meant for the church. I have 
enjoyed getting to know him. It was nice to discover that his father was a 
predecessor of mine at the parish I moved from to Spalding. I wish him 
and Janine well for the future. 

HOLIDAY 

Many of us are feeling weary and long to get away from COVID-19. I have 
been saying recently that I would like to go on holiday to August 2019 

Revd Evan and Revd Aileen are going to finally have a week off each in 
August. I am hanging on until our new grandchild arrives. She or he is due 
in early September.  

I have been doing the editing and publishing for our online worship. If 
you know someone who could volunteer to take this on when I am away 
(or even for longer), then I would be very pleased to hear from them. 

I hope you do manage to get some times when you can leave behind 
thoughts of the virus. Our cancelled holidays have paid for a small 
summer house in the back garden of The Parsonage. Sitting out there, I 
cannot hear the phone or the doorbell. With a cup of coffee and a good 
book I can, at least for a short, while get away from it all. 

John Bennett 





In Memoriam 
 

 
 

William Garner 
Sylvia Davies 
Barrie Wells 
Vanda Tooley 
Ronald Sullivan  

News from Revd Paul 
On the 19th July St Paul was able to open its doors for the first time in 
many weeks for public worship. Thank you to those who have worked so 
hard behind the scenes! Those who attended spoke about their initial 
apprehension as well as being quite an emotional experience. Things are 
different and we have to work hard at adhering to the guidance and 
social distancing. We will continue to provide our 9.15am Eucharist. 

Sadly the PCC have decided that we will not be holding the Flower 
festival in October. 

A huge Thank you to all who have maintained the grounds in recent days 
and weeks and also for the support in cleaning out the bell tower. 

Rest eternal grant unto them, 

O Lord, and let perpetual light 

shine upon them. May the souls 

of the faithful departed,  

through the mercy of God,  

rest in peace, and rise in Glory 





When Christ stood in Trafalgar Square by Peter Crumpler,  priest in 
St Albans, Herts, and a former Director of Communications with the Church 
of England.   

I’m not a big fan of statues – but my favourite was the life-sized figure of 
Christ that stood in London’s Trafalgar Square during the Millennium 
celebrations. 

It stood on the square’s previously-empty fourth plinth, going almost 
unnoticed among the surrounding grand statues and with Nelson’s 
Column towering above it. 

The statue, called Ecce Homo (Behold the Man), was built by conceptual 
artist Mark Wallinger and erected in 1999. He explained: “I consciously 
made Him life-size. We are made in God’s image, and He was made in our 
image.  

“So for the statue to stand in contrast to the overgrown relics of empire 
was definitely part of the plan.” 

The figure was made of white marble resin, and depicted Christ standing 
before the multitude with His head slightly bowed.  

I found the statue of Christ deeply moving and kept returning to Trafalgar 
Square to stand and gaze at it. 

Because to me, the statue declared Christ’s vulnerability. It stood as a 
reminder that the God of all creation came to earth as a man and lived 
among us. He gave up His life so that we might have salvation. 

There, with London’s traffic rushing by, pigeons coming in to land, and 
tourists snapping photographs of each other, Christ stood unobtrusively. 
Standing, you could say, at the door of our consciousness, and asking to 
be let in. 

In a BBC interview at the time, the artist said that he wanted the statue to 
be an antidote to the “spiritually empty celebration” then taking place at 
the Millennium Dome in Greenwich.  

It certainly had a deep effect on me. In April 2017, the statue of Christ was 
placed on the steps of St Paul’s Cathedral during Easter. Again, I watched 
as tourists passed by not noticing the figure. It was a modern-day parable 
in marble resin. 

When the Apostle Paul took a stroll around Athens, he spotted the 
various altars and statues to the Greek gods. He found an altar ‘To an 
Unknown God’ and declared that this was “the God who made the world 



and everything in it” who had made Himself known in Jesus Christ.  

Just as Mark Wallinger took possession of the fourth plinth in Trafalgar 
Square for Jesus Christ – the reason for the Millennium celebrations – so 
Paul claimed the ‘unknown God’ altar in Athens for the Christian gospel. 

The Bible has always been wary of putting people on pedestals. It shows 
us all sides of the people it describes, warts and all.  

It tells us that Moses was a murderer, that David was an adulterer, that 
Paul persecuted the first Christians and that Peter denied Christ.  

But all of us have feet of clay, and few of us deserve to be memorialised 
for centuries in stone or marble. Rather, we are gently encouraged to 
love God and to love our neighbour as ourselves.  

Maybe that’s the best way to make our mark in history. 





Music in our churches and cathedrals 

The Church of England, together with the Royal School of Church Music, has encouraged 
the Government to be proactive in ensuring music-making can resume in church 
buildings, once it is safe to do so. 

Responding to the latest guidance, the Bishop of London, Sarah Mullally, said: “We are 
encouraging the Government to be alert to the consequences of our choirs’ continued 
silence - and to take a proactive approach to allowing singing to return to our churches 
and cathedrals as soon as it is possible to do so safely. 

“We look forward to a time where worship and music can once again be combined, in all 
their different expressions, as they have for centuries, turning our hearts to God.” 

During the Coronavirus pandemic, when our services were solely online we were 
fortunate to have recordings of our choir over the years to enhance our worship. 





30th August:  John Bunyan – the man who wrote Pilgrim’s Progress 

After the Bible, John Bunyan’s wonderful Christian allegory, the Pilgrim’s 
Progress, is one of the most celebrated and widely-read books in the 
English language. It has been translated into more than 100 languages 
around the world and keeps its place as a Christian classic.   

Names of people and places from its pages have been commonplace 
wherever English is spoken. We need only recall Mr Great-Heart, Mr 
Valiant-for-Truth, Giant Despair, Madame Bubble, the Slough of Despond, 
Vanity Fair, the Delectable Mountains, the Hill Difficulty and the Celestial 
City.   

Bunyan was born on 28 November 1628, at Elstow, near Bedford, 
England, of a poor family. He had little formal education and his father 
taught him to be a metal worker. His first wife died young. His second 
wife, Elizabeth, helped him considerably with his blossoming literary 
career. His conversion was the result of reading the Bible, and the witness 
of local Christians. From that time the Bible became the great inspiration 
of his life. He wrote more than 50 books on Christianity.  A Baptist by 
conviction, he had little time for the Established Church.   

Bunyan became a popular preacher, but because of his opposition to the 
Established Church and because he did not have a Church of England 
preaching licence, he was imprisoned in 1661. It was in prison that he 
wrote Pilgrim’s Progress. It was not only Bunyan’s greatest book, but was 
destined to become one of the most popular Christian books in the 
world.  

Pilgrim’s Progress is an allegory, using the names of people and places 
from the Bible to teach spiritual lessons. The vivid and unforgettable 
imagery in the Pilgrim’s Progress covers the whole Christian gospel from 
sin and condemnation all the way through faith, repentance, grace, 
justification, sanctification, and perseverance to heaven itself. 

Bunyan died on 31st August 1688. His portrayal of the death of Mr Valiant 
For Truth is Bunyan at his allegorical best. This brave old soldier of Jesus 
Christ had received his summons to ‘go home.’ Calling his friends 
together he says, ‘“My sword I give to him who shall succeed me in my 
pilgrimage …  My marks and scars I carry with me, to be a witness for me, 
that I have fought His battles, Who will now be my rewarder.” … So he 
passed over, and all the trumpets sounded for him on the other side...’ 



Getting to know next door 

This time last year, how well did you know your neighbours?  
Around one in five of us have since admitted that we had never 
even spoken to them. 

What a difference a pandemic makes. Now twice as many of us 
have talked to our neighbours in the past week as compared with 
last year. A further one in three of us have also done something to 
help a neighbour. This works out to 33 million people having talked 
to a neighbour in the past week, and 15 million of them even 
helping one during lockdown. 

Seven in 10 of us also said that people in our area are now more 
likely to stop for a chat, and three quarters of us want their new-
found friendliness to continue. 

The survey was commissioned for the Big Lunch, a National Lottery
-supported initiative from the Eden Project. 

JOHN WILLETT 
Professional Gardener 

Hard Landscaping-Soft Landscaping-Garden Design-Maintenance 
All work carried out by a skilled, fully qualified gardener at reasonable rates. 

01775 723405 



Canon Paul Hardingham continues his series on the Psalms. 

Psalm 46 – a psalm of comfort in anxious times 

To say that we are living in uncertain times is an understatement! Psalm 46 
speaks into our anxiety and fear, just as it did to Israel originally. At this time, we 
must focus on God, who alone can deliver us in such times. 

He is our refuge: ‘God is our refuge and strength, an ever-present help in 
trouble.’ (1). In the midst of our difficulties, God promises Himself to be our 
refuge, strength and help. A ‘refuge’ is a place of trust, where God promises to 
protect us. When the whole world is turned upside down, we can come to Him 
without fear. 

He is our resource: ‘There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the 
holy place where the Most High dwells.’ (4,5). Jerusalem was able to withstand 
enemy attack, because of the water that resourced it. For us, this is a picture of 
the presence of God’s Spirit, who resources us when we are under pressure. This 
psalm promises that God’s is with is in all our troubles on a daily basis: ‘The Lord 
Almighty is with us...’ (7,11).  

He is our ruler: ‘He says, ‘Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among 
the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.’ (10). When we consider all that God has 
done in the past, we can see the way in which He has worked among us to 
provide, protect, and deliver us. We are called to ‘cease fighting’ God and 
surrender our lives to God. Let’s worship Him, as we let go fear and as we 
depend on Him in this current time of crisis.  

‘A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing; our helper he, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing’ (Martin Luther). 

Over-65’s go shopping online 

When you can’t go out, go shopping. That seems to be the 
decision of many people over 65. 

Record numbers of over-65’s have signed up for online 
banking, according to recent data from Halifax.  And they are 
now shopping online twice as much as a year ago, after being 
forced to stay home during lockdown. 

Overall, the proportion of transactions being made online by 
those over the age of 65 has doubled, climbing from 20 per 
cent to 40 per cent.  



125 years of the Proms in London 

It was 125 years ago this month, on 10th August 1895, that the Proms 
(Promenade Concerts) began in London. 

In fact, the idea of promenade concerts went back to 1838, referring to 
outside concerts during which the audience could walk about – but in the 
form introduced by Robert Newman at Queen’s Hall in Langham Place, 
London, the promenaders were standing members of the audience, and 
this usage has persisted. Henry Wood – also a talented organist – was the 
original conductor, and his name became firmly attached to the annual 
series of concerts. He was knighted in 1911. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The concerts have been sponsored by the BBC since 1927, except for 1940 
and 1941, when there was fear of bombing, and in fact Queen’s Hall was 
bombed in 1941, with the concerts moving to their current home at the 
much larger Royal Albert Hall.  

The Proms have now become a huge summer musical festival lasting for 
eight weeks and with many innovations. The Last Night in particular has 
become a traditional feature of British life and celebration of Britishness. 
The Proms have been described by Czech conductor Jiří Bělohlávek as 
"the world's largest and most democratic musical festival”.  

In the current coronavirus crisis, the Proms will continue, but in a much-
changed form – “not as we know them, but as we need them”, say the 
organisers. 

Keep your distance! I never thought the comment, "I wouldn't touch 
you with a barge pole" would become national policy, but here we are! 




