Greetings from Bonn
I don’t know where we will be when you are reading this.
In this time of pandemic we don’t know where we are
and perhaps fear is having as much effect as the virus
itself. Geographically I am still in Bonn, in Germany.
This coming Sunday, the Last Sunday after Trinity (25
October this year) is my last Sunday as Church of
England Chaplain of Bonn and Cologne, but in the present uncertainty,
including over transport out of Germany, I have decided to remain here
for a bit and do not know when I will be next back in Spalding.
After Sunday, so as not to get in the way of my excellent successor, I will
be worshipping with a German Christian group called the Old Catholics
(who do not need to be literally old): the Old Catholics and the Church of
England have been in full communion since 1931.
Here in Germany most churches re-opened after lockdown in early May,
while observing social distancing and other health precautions: church
leaders put pressure on the Federal Government, recalling that in the last
century two anti-Christian dictatorships in this country were given, for
their own ideological reasons, to closing churches. More seriously the
Federal Government seems to have recognised that in a time of the fear
and the fact of death, churches have a role in preparing people for their
resurrection.
A number of churches, including my own (or more accurately more techsavvy people than I am from my own) have experimented with zoom
services, and these have been appreciated by people who have been
unwilling to leave their homes or use public transport. However, worship
isn’t the same without people and without stuff. Unlike the angels
human beings were created to inhabit space and time. More prosaically,
we must never forget that a large number of our worshipping people,
although perhaps fewer in this Diocese, are not at ease with online
technology, and may not even possess a computer. So, in the meantime
we in the Church of England Chaplaincy of Bonn and Cologne continue to
keep alive the rumour of God who is our strength and shield, and whose
relationship to us is of the nature of love. I am hoping and praying for
better days, and am looking forward eventually to returning home to
Spalding.
Michael Bullock OGS

NOTES FROM THE PARSONAGE
KINGDOM SEASON
November is a solemn season when we are encouraged to remember
those who have gone before us in life and in death.
On Sunday 1 November we will rejoice in the Communion of Saints –
those women and men whose lives shone with the light of Christ and who
are now with him in the glory of Heaven.
We are keeping All Soul’s this year with a service at 7pm on Wednesday 4
November. We will read the names of those who have died in the last
year along with those whom we are asked to remember from years gone
by. We will be able to light a candle in memory of someone whom we
love but see no longer. I don’t think we will have a problem in
accommodating everyone who would like to attend, but please bear in
mind that you will need to wear a face covering and observe social
distancing.
Remembrance Sunday is 8 November. There will be an act of
Remembrance as part of our service in church. I will be joining a much
smaller than usual occasion at the memorial in Ayscoughfee Gardens.
Advent Sunday, on 29 November, follows Christ the King, on 22
November. These mark the end and the beginning of the Sunday’s of the
Church calendar. They both envisage a world where the Kingdom of God
has come in all its fullness and they remind us that the goal of life is the
perfect society of people living in harmony with one another, Creation
and God the Holy Trinity.
We are planning an Advent Carol service. It will be recorded and be
available online on YouTube via the church website and Facebook.

MARION BRASSINGTON
I worked closely with Marion and was fond of her. I was sad when she
told me that her cancer had returned and that she did not expect to live
for very long. The address I gave at Marion’s funeral is printed elsewhere
in Tidings.
A recording was made of the service but there was no sound. The family
arranged for each of us to re-record what we said and this has been
added to the video. The result is surprisingly good and can be viewed via
the church’s Facebook page.

THANK YOU
There was a generous response at Harvest with
donations of food for Agape Foodbank. These are
difficult times for everyone and it is great that we have
not forgotten those for whom life is even more of a
challenge.
Thank you to everyone who has continued to support
the work of the church. In particular, thank you to
those who now give through the Parish Giving Scheme. Thank you also to
a member of the congregation who recently gave a cheque for £10,000 to
help with keeping the church going through these times.
We hope that church life will have returned to something like it was
before the pandemic by this time next year, but nothing is certain. Your
continuing financial support does make it more likely, however, that we
will recover strongly when the time comes.

NEW GRANDSON
Our daughter in York had a baby boy on 18 September. Mary stayed with
them to help out and Robin was welcomed home by his big brother Jude
and her the following day. I went to collect her ten days later and had a
brief cuddle with Robin (whilst wearing a mask).
I wonder what he will think when he is older and learns about this time
and how, I pray, we learned to make the world better for everyone.

John Bennett
Flower Arrangers
As in past years we will be gradually greening up the church
during the season of Advent. The church will be open for
decorating 15th/16th/17th December, please come along when you
can. You will need to bring your own foliage. Please let Christine
(01775 722122) know if you are intending to help, she will try to
coordinate things.
Face coverings should be worn and hand sanitiser used.
We will then decorate for Christmas on Tuesday 22nd December. As
with all things this year we are finding a new way of doing it!

Refugee bakers feed people in need from church kitchen
A bakery set up in a church kitchen to train refugee women in breadmaking skills is now supplying its local food bank with more than 200
loaves a week following the coronavirus lockdown.
Proof Bakery in Coventry, founded two years ago in conjunction with
the Church Urban Fund, is sending 250 loaves a week to Coventry Food
Bank, paid for by regular customers – and increasingly donors from as
far afield as Scotland and Singapore.
The bakery,
specialising in
sourdough but
teaching a range of
baking skills, meets
in St Catherine’s
Church in Stoke
Aldermoor,
Coventry. So far 11
refugee women
have graduated
from the bakery’s
Chernise Neo, Manager of Proof Bakery
training programme,
with three currently employed at the bakery. Two of its bakers are
refugees from the conflict in Syria.
The bakery is aiming for 500 donated loaves a week for the food bank
and people in need. “We are expecting demand to keep increasing as
more people lose employment. And with the bakery restarting its
training programme for refugees this month, there is no better time to
support it.”
Tidings
2020 has been an unusual year! In March when we entered lockdown we
had already printed the April edition of Tidings but were unable to
distribute them. So from April to September we published online only.
We are aware that many will not have been able to access Tidings during
this time so we have decided to have a subscription break! You will have
what amounts to six months free and we will move the beginning of the
subscription year to July.
Tidings Team

Reflected Faith Series: Welcome to All!
As I write this, the majority of churches (in the UK) are holding services
again in their church buildings or wherever they normally worship together. But things are looking somewhat different.
In my local church you need to ring a Churchwarden to book a place to
come to Sunday or mid-week worship. So far, no-one’s been turned down
or away at the door for not booking.
People are being told where to sit, rather than choosing their favourite
spot, so the two-metre gap is maintained.
And, in most services, face masks are required.
So how does all this affect our ‘worship’?
There are two key elements to gathered worship for me.
My first is that the welcome is for everyone, regardless of how they look,
or dress, their faith or their behaviour.
Many years ago I recall being on a caravan holiday with my Primary-aged
children in Scotland. There was to be a raft race and fun by the river,
starting immediately after the church service, so we dressed appropriately for a messy time! I was in a fluorescent pink tee-shirt and matching
striped summer trousers (they were wow at the time!).
Although we had never been there before and knew no-one, you would
have thought we were royalty from the way the congregation treated
us. It was wonderful.
We’d come home. We were family. The Christian family.
Brothers and sisters in Christ. Co-heirs with Jesus.
It’s part of our job as Christians to be welcoming. There’s no one specific
person or role for this. It’s down to all of us.
This month: Have a think about how you can express a welcome to the
others in your congregation where you worship. Perhaps turn that
around and think about how you would be encouraged and welcomed. Would that work for others?
I know it’s a tough one if your smile is covered by a mask and you can’t
shake hands or hug. But what could you do?
Also, as you think about the essentials of gathered worship, ask yourself
the question –
What else would be an essential for me? There’s no single right answer, but
it’s worth thinking and worth talking to others about.

From the address given by Rev. Dr. Peter Jupp at the recent
funeral of Jane Hill.
Our service this morning is being broadcast by webcam and we are aware
of the wider circle of friends now watching. But they are joined by the
‘greater cloud of witnesses’ from the Communion of Saints.
We have already quoted two of them:
John the Evangelist: “This sickness is not unto death. It is for the glory of
God.” “Our friend Lazarus - Jane - has fallen asleep but I go to waken him”.
“I am the Resurrection.”
And John on the Isle of Patmos: “The holy city is prepared for you, like a
bride prepared for her husband.” “The former things have passed away.”
“God himself will be with them. He will wipe away all tears from their
eyes.”
So the saints looking down would say to us: “You do not know the half of
it. You have seen nothing yet. Oh you youngsters, you dear children - that
was then. This is now. This is heaven’s gate.
This is the reality. This is the promise of Jesus. This is the gift of Calvary.
This is the Empty Tomb. Young ones, you are being delivered into the
heaven and the household of the Almighty, the loving God.”
In Christ - because of Christ - death is not the end but a new beginning; it is
not an accident but an intention; it is not the punishment for Adam’s
disobedience but the original plan of the creator God for his creatures: that
we should experience human life when He is invisible, in preparation for
the time when He fully reveals Himself.
The point of a funeral is to confront the reality of death. We have lost
someone, Jane, whom we loved. Now we are to commit her in hope to
the company of God in the world beyond this. For now and for the future,
I ask you as witnesses to be people of hope: that the woman Jane, who
shared with us her love, gave us her love, grew from the love we gave her,
was, at the moment of her death on the verge of a far greater intensity of
existence, of awareness, of welcome, of community; a state in which past,
present and future all reveal their meaning; in which all lost things are
found; all mysteries resolved; and mistakes, shortcomings, acts of
thoughtlessness are given their true meaning and cause and are
redeemed.
This is the hope offered in Christ: that after death we are each a new
creation, forgiven, redeemed, fulfilled in God. This was Jane and David’s
hope and is now her reality. Amen.
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Three bell ringers have an adventure!
It must have been a year ago we all expressed a need to know
What makes the bells "Unringable" at Fulney, standing red and tall.
Designed by Sir George Gilbert Scott this building really has the lot!
A roof which still retains it's lead, the grand arched windows, bricks of
red.
So long as one just stands and stares they will see features everywhere!
But most of all what really strikes, what really is the point of might,
A stunning red-grey epic tower which sadly didn't read the hour!
It really is a sight so grand, I've yet to find a point that's bland!
John soon arranged with their Churchwarden, the very lovely Mary Simpson
If we could go and look inside and find out why their voice had died.
First we reached the ringing chamber, like the day 'twas left I wager.
Nature and weather both refrained from making any chamber claim!
Next the clock room, where John stayed and using insight, brawn and
brain
He yanked and cranked and wound, then spent, had pulled the clock from
retirement.
Myself and Tony, ever eager, made our way to the Bell Chamber.
The first item of note we saw did really leave us in some awe.
Some nitwit fairly long ago had felt inclined to have a go
At swinging on the Tenor rope and clearly gave a mighty grope
For nestled underneath the bell, the chiming hammer, resting well!
Our first task found we set about to get this bloody hammer out!
We pushed and pushed, then pushed some more upon the bell till we
were sore!
We got it free, we tied it back and someday soon 'twill once more whack!
The next thing that required attention was two foot of twig retention.
The Ringing Room was free from nature, the Belfry was a different creature!
At least a decade (probably more) of Jackdaw's use as nesting store!
Unfortunately (not for me!) I was due a holiday
And while in Wales I played and rest, dear Tony proved to be the best

At shoving somewhere near a ton of ancient twigs down hatch for fun!
John in the clock room bagged them up until the dust became too much!
He could breathe fine, he had a mask, the dust was just making things
dark!
Anyhow they got it done and my, the difference really stunned!
A beautiful lead floor with beams of oak as big you've ever seen.
Job number two was now complete and things began to look more neat.
The next job was to mend the wheels, they'd clearly suffered many ills.
Armed with a trusty nail gun I fastened shrouding one by one
While Tony painstakingly fixed a Tenor spoke which was in bits.
As we got on with fixing wheels John improved ropes, fit for a peal!
A special mention must be made for John's dear wife, Rita's her name,
For giving all the ropes a wash, the sallies fluffed and tails soft!
Next up came all the metal work, well weathered, yes, with rust and dirt!
But with an angle grinder brush we soon removed the stubborn rust
And found a gleaming silver frame as good as the first day it came!
Among these jobs there have been more, like hoovering all of the floors,
The wiping down, the varnishing, graunching bolts and frame painting.
For all the toil it has been we're glad to have restored this ring
And gleefully announce today that Taylors have grant their "Okay"
For frame and bells, ready to sing, another reinstated ring!
While works go on to improve more we hope to soon open the door
So when this dreadful Covid's "gone" folk can come by and make bell
song!
How the church came to be and the bells.
The benefactress of this church paid thirty thousand for the work
Including Vicarage, Church and School, a bargain really for this jewel!
Her name was Charlotte Charington, a most munificent woman.
The bells were made by T.C Lewis, yet Organ Building was what he did.
Nevertheless, he did quite well, besides the first two treble bells
Which were recast by Taylors soon after they started ringing tunes!
Luke Tobin
with Tony Walker and John Bennett

In Memoriam
Marjory Thorby
Doug Thorby

Joan Gregory
Muriel Buck

Wilfred Marshall

Rest eternal grant unto them, O Lord, and let perpetual light
shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed, through the mercy of
God, rest in peace, and rise in Glory.
Invitation for Advent
You are invited to join me in some daily reading, and,
if you wish, some weekly discussion during Advent,
which starts on Sunday 29 November this year.
The book I am going to read is called ‘The Meaning
is in the Waiting: The Spirit of Advent’ by Paula
Gooder.
The publisher says: Paula Gooder provides a
profoundly biblical guide to the season of Advent and
we explore its central theme of waiting (something
we are not good at in our modern culture) in the
company of the biblical characters who feature prominently in the
lectionary readings for the season: Abraham and Sarah who waited for a
child, Isaiah and the prophets who waited for judgement and redemption,
John the Baptist whose role was to wait in the wilderness until the
prophecies he foretold were realised, Mary whose waiting began in
pregnancy and continued as she stood at the foot of the cross.
Arranged for daily reading, this offers an exquisite meditation on the
spirituality of waiting - the active doing of nothing - as a way of enhancing
our lives and bringing us closer to God.
I will get copies of the book for those who ask me for one. I also propose
meeting on zoom on four Tuesdays starting at 7.30pm on 1 December
with all who are interested in discussing the book. Email me for the
zoom link.
Sue Slater Tel: 01775 768286 sueslater@d-lweb.net
Articles for December/January Tidings to be submitted by Saturday
21st November please! tidings@stmaryandstnicolas.org.uk

Felbrigg Hall, Norfolk

MARION
Address given at the funeral
by Revd John Bennett.

Marion and Philip were
among the first people to
welcome me to this
church ten years ago.
They explained a lot of
how things worked here
and understood the
tensions there were
between the different
parts of the church.
Marion was a mine of
information about local history and the history of this church. We
did a number of guided tours together and whenever someone
asked a question that went beyond my limited knowledge, I never
doubted that she would have the answer.
Having that historical perspective was wonderful and it has helped
me to see myself as having a small part in a much longer story.
Sometimes, though, it meant I had to get her to be more precise
about what she meant by “recently”. On several occasions she
referred to something and said it had happened quite recently, and,
when I pressed her, she acknowledge that it was twenty or even
thirty years ago. We chuckled realising that most people don’t have
such an interest in the last thousand years of local events that a
couple of decades is neither here nor there.
Marion had a sharp mind. She thought for herself and came to her
own, sometimes surprising, conclusions. She wasn’t precious about
these and was happy to discuss other points of view and was
willing to change her mind, particularly if she could be reassured
that the consequences would not be as bad as she at first feared.

I was pleased when she said that she would stand for
Churchwarden in 2013. She and David Clements have worked well
together. Marion focussed on the building and its contents and
helped to move a number of projects along.
She was an active member of the Friends of St Mary and St Nicolas
Church and last year became its chair. One of the projects she was
keen to see completed was the renovation of the statue of
Elizabeth Johnson, “The White Lady” on the south side of the
church.
Marion contributed to a number of the guides in church. She
helped to update “The History of a Fenland Parish” and played a
major part in the revised Church Guide that was published just after
I arrived. She was the main author of guides to the stained-glass
windows and the hatchments. I enjoyed helping her with a guide to
some of the Memorials and leaflets on the painted ceiling in the
chancel, and the lives of John Perry and Robert Ram.
She coped amazingly well when she was first diagnosed with
breast cancer. She took a pride in her appearance and losing her
hair from the treatment can’t have been easy, but she made herself
presentable and soldiered on.
We talked by phone as she was dealing with the cancer returning
and realising that this time she was no going to recover. In the
week before she died, she gave the chaplain at Peterborough
Hospital a list of people to contact to let them know that she would
not be able to carry on in the different roles she had.
One of the hardest things about the service today, apart from
Eleanor and I agreeing that we were not going to do all this at her
graveside as Marion had suggested, has been telling people that
they could not come to her funeral because of the legal limit of
thirty in the congregation.
With all her idiosyncrasies, many of us were fond of Marion and we
will miss her.

A PRAYER FOR TROUBLED TIMES - thoughts from Dafydd Jones
In the course of my life as a worshipping Christian, I have had
experience of a variety of traditions ~ a kind friend once observed
that I "had supped at many tables" as indeed I had!
One of the richest of the treasures which I discovered in my years
with the Catholic Church was the beautiful prayer set out below. It
was written by St. Francis de Sales {1567~1622}, NOT to be confused
with St. Francis of Assisi {1181~1226}
In common with the famous prayer of St Theresa of Avila
{1515~1582}, quoted in the October issue of "Tidings", it can furnish a
considerable source of release, comfort and inspiration in these
present trying times.
My hope is that many readers will find it of great help and value as I

most surely do!

Do not look forward to what might happen tomorrow; the same
Everlasting Father who cares for you today, will take care of you
tomorrow, and every day.
Either He will shield you from suffering, or he will give you unfailing
strength to bear it.
Be at peace, then, and put aside all anxious thoughts and imaginings.

Amen

JOHN WILLETT
Professional Gardener
01775 723405
Hard Landscaping-Soft LandscapingGarden Design-Maintenance
All work carried out by a skilled, fully
qualified gardener at reasonable rates

Baptisms
Welcome to

Alaya Jessica
Pridmore
You have received
the light of Christ;
walk in this light
all the days of your life.

APCM-28th October 2020
It is customary for the Vicar to make some remarks at the Annual
Parochial Church Meeting. I tend to reflect on the year that has gone,
express my thanks to some of the people who have made a special
contribution to the life of our church, and look forward to the plans we
have for the future. This usually happens at the end of April, when we
have received the Annual Report for the previous year up to the end of
December.
2019 was a very good year for this church. When you are in the midst of
so many different activities it is hard to appreciate how good each one is,
but even so there was a stong sense that church life was flourishing
Two days that will always stay in my memory are going with the choir to
both St Paul’s Cathedral and Westminster Abbey.
Many of us will also remember going to Evan’s ordination as priest at
Lincoln Cathedral. I think especially about the joy we shared surrounding
him, Thomas and his parents for photographs afterwards,
For me one of the most pleasing things was finally getting started with a
Girls’ Choir. A small but enthusiastic group got underway in the Autumn.
As I look back on my diary I see four services on a Sunday, with one or
two christenings on most Sunday afternoons and a Wednesday morning
communion service as well.. There are Lent and Autumn groups and
stations of the cross, Welcome Wednesday talks and Taize prayers. There
is work with schools. For me there was also what I was doing as a
Spalding Town Husband, as a BAP Adviser, Celebrating Wisdom and even
a day lecturing at the Lincoln School of Theology. Not to mention
weddings, funerals, pastoral visiting and home communions
We had an excellent Flower Festival jointly with St Paul’s and St John’s to
tie in with Harvest at the beginning of October. We had a speaker from
Christian Aid on Sunday morning and the wonderful Alfie Moore had us
rolling in the aisles on Saturday evening.
Last December the church hosted the Schools’ Carol Competition and
services for Spalding Parish, Monkshouse, Spalding High and Spalding
Grammar Schools in addition to our own Advent and Christmas Carol
Services and five services over Christmas Eve and Christmas Day.
At the start of this year, you could well have thought that the biggest

thing that would preoccupy us as a country would still be Brexit. Instead,
that has been forgotten for a large part of the year while Covid-19 has
brought so many aspects of our lives to a virtual standstill.
The next APCM will be the time to reflect more fully on the impact that it
had on this church. I do just briefly want to say thank you to my
colleagues in the ministry team, to our Parish Administrator and to the
churchwardens for all their help and support in keeping things going both
when the church was closed and when we were allowed to reopen again
in such different circumstances.
One of the sadnesses of this year has been the deaths of members of the
church and not being allowed to come together in this building to
express our thanks and appreciation for their lives.
I would normally be thanking Marion Brassington at this meeting. When
she became ill, she decided that she wouldn’t stand for election as
Churchwarden again. I certainly had not expected to lose her even before
that point came.

I don’t want to add more to what I said at her funeral, which you can see
online or read in Tidings, other than to record my thanks for serving for
seven years as Churchwarden.
The church was closed earlier in the year, even over Easter. The
indications are that the government is less likely to close places of
worship in the future.
We have started to make plans Christmas. I am hoping for goldilocks
congregations that not too many or too few, but just right! We will do
everything we can to compensate for congregations not being allowed to
sing carols. I want Christmas to be, to quote the slogan adopted this year
by the Church of England, a time for ‘Comfort and Joy’,.
As we look into next year, I expect life in general to become easier,
though there will be many challenges for churches. The Diocese has
struggled with falling income to pay the clergy for many years. It now
wants to address the massive shortfall in its finances by making radical
changes to the way ministry works.
We will have to decide on our priorities for rebuilding this church postCovid. Not everything we were doing before can be restarted straight
away and there may be opportunities for doing things differently.

Evan’s time as curate will come to an end between Easter and June and
he will be ready to begin his first post of responsibility as a vicar.
There are promising signs that a new vicar will be appointed at St John’s
before the end of the year. My prayer is that we can work closely
together and particularly focus some shared resources on helping more
younger people to discover faith in Jesus Christ and become members of
our worshipping communities
Paul Whitely will finish at St Paul’s as curate, at the same time as Evan.
Whatever happens there next, I hope that we will encourage and support
them as they decide their future.
I have kept two hand-written pieces of paper in my daily prayer book. The
first was sent to me anonymously and quotes what is on our website,
“The Parish Church of St Mary and St Nicolas has been at the heart of
Spalding life for over 700 years. We serve our community in many ways,
living as disciples of Christ and sharing God’s love as Jesus taught us to
do.

We are a loving and welcoming Christian community.”
The second was left on the prayer board and is dated 22 March. It says,
“A prayer for all of us, especially those whom know and love, that we
may get through this awful episode with fortitude, courage and without
losing our sense of good humour. It will pass!”
I say “Amen” to that.

General Synod is meeting on zoom
Without leaving home, I shall be attending General Synod on zoom for
the best part of three days 23-25 November 2020. We will start by ratifying standing orders to enable virtual meetings, and then the business will
include: reference to Living in Love and Faith and opportunity for questions; Vision and Strategy; final drafting and approval of both the Cathedrals Measure, and the Diocesan Boards of Education Measure; the annual budget; first consideration of a Measure amending the Safeguarding
and Clergy Discipline Measure 2016; and a presentation and debate on
Safeguarding.
Please pray for wisdom and stamina for all members and staff of General
Synod as we meet in these different circumstances trying to do our best
for God and God’s church.
Sue Slater

The Destruction of Coventry
German Luftwaffe bombers virtually destroyed the city of Coventry –
including its medieval cathedral – 80 years ago this month, on 14th
November 1940.
Coventry was targeted by ‘Operation Moonlight Sonata’ as an industrial
city, but more than 4300 homes were destroyed and about two-thirds of
the city's buildings were damaged. There were many direct hits on the
cathedral, and flames spread quickly. More than 550 people were killed
and over 850 badly injured, with nearly 400 sustaining lesser injuries.
There would have been more casualties, but many citizens left at night to
sleep in nearby towns or villages after earlier air raids. Rumours that
Churchill knew of the raid in advance but declined to take precautions to
prevent the Germans knowing their code had been broken were later
shown to be misguided.
Joseph Goebbels later used the term coventriert (‘coventried’) to
describe high levels of destruction in other towns.
The cathedral was left as a ruin, still standing today as a reminder of the
bombing. A new cathedral was built close alongside in the 1950s,
designed by the architect Basil Spence. The Queen laid its foundation
stone in 1956. It was consecrated in 1962, and Benjamin Britten's War
Requiem was composed to mark the occasion.

Congratulations to
Christopher Godfrey & Amy Richardson who were married recently.
God is love,
and those who live in love live in God and God lives in them.

