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We were very excited to admit new members to the choir over the
last few weeks.
Please pray for our choir as they grow in confidence and lead our worship

NOAH

MATTY

ISAAC

FREDDI ANA ANNABELLE

New Hymn books for our
Choir Members.
During these exciting times,
as we are welcome girls into
our choir for the very first
time, we need to purchase
sets of new melody edition
hymn books for our boys and
girls to use.
Different hymn books are
used on alternate Sundays,
and so two sets of 40 books
EVA
NATALIA PAIGE
are needed.
Each book will cost £17, and
any donations towards the cost of purchasing these 80 books will be
gratefully received.
Cheques (payable to Spalding Parish Church Choir Fund), or cash, can be
given to Nick Pitts or delivered to the Parish Office.
Thank you in advance for any contribution you can give to support the
work of our girls and boys in the choir.
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The kitchen in the Vista
Hall has had a much
needed makeover!
New flooring
New window
New doors
New shutter
New electrics
New tiling
New lighting
New cupboards
New water heater
New sinks
New taps
New worktops
But we have saved the
best-the green Beryl
Ware crockery has been
preserved and will
continue to be used for
another 50 years!
We have been able to do
this with financial
support from the
Spalding Rectory
Feoffees and Morden
College.
Grateful thanks go to
both of these charities .
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Paul Doades writes of a moment on Armistice Day
On the morning of the
eleventh of the eleventh I
found myself in church,
preparing the bells for the
service on Remembrance
Sunday. As the clock struck
11am I observed the two
minutes silence. I wasn’t
alone as I was joined by the
gentlemen of the installation
“There But Not There”, as
featured on the cover of the last edition of Tidings magazine. A strangely
simple idea, yet very emotive.
Before leaving I went to pay my respects to my uncle George Doades,
added to the bottom of the war memorial. It was lovely to see the
memorial adorned with poppies.
As I left the church my eyes fell upon the three flags over the north door.
I have seen them many many times, but at this moment I felt compelled
to try and find out why they are there and what they represent.
Unfortunately I didn’t find any information relating to them in church.
They appear to be a flag of the 13th Lincolnshire Regiment, a flag of the
Spalding Volunteer Organisation and a white ensign, which I believe to be
a Naval flag.
Does anyone know why these particular three flags are here? Have they
come back from a battlefield somewhere? Were they put up after WWI?
This is an extract from our guide book available from the shop in church.
The White Ensign of HMS Submarine Taku was presented to the church in
1948 by Spalding Urban District Council.
The Banner of the Loyal Spalding Volunteers , a corps of volunteer
infantrymen commanded by Commandant Fairfax Johnson was formed
in 1797. The banner is pre-Union Jack without the red diagonal cross of St
Patrick which was only added after 1801.
The colour of the XIII Royal Volunteers of the Lincolnshire Regiment
is the colour of Spalding F Company formed on 23 March 1866 and
disbanded in 1880. It then became F Company 2nd Volunteer Battalion of
the Lincolnshire Regiment.
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NOTES FROM THE PARSONAGE
CHRISTMAS
It is hard to say whether this year will feel for most people like a normal
Christmas after the last couple of years, which were dominated by COVID.
Other concerns have come along in the last twelve months, which have
left us wondering not what will be allowed to do, but what can we afford
to do?
What is happening in church closer to what we used to do before the
pandemic:
CHRISTMAS FAYRE
Please come and support this event in the Vista Hall on 3 December,
which starts at 10.30am
CAROL CONCERT
Holbeach Town Band will be playing a concert of Christmas music and
carols to sing in church on Sunday 11 December at 3pm. Refreshments will
be served in the interval. There is no charge but donations to be shared
between the band and the church would be gratefully received.
CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE
The choir will lead the singing of carols at 6.30pm on Sunday 18
December. There will be girls as well as boys singing for the first time.
QUIET CHRISTMAS
We have a simple service each year for those who want to come to
church at this time away from noise and the bustle. We remember those
we love who are no longer with us. We acknowledge the sadness that we
feel at this time of the year when we think back. The service will begin at
3pm on Friday 23 December.
ALMOST CHRISTMAS
We will back inside the church for our 4pm Christmas Eve service, which
will have the theme “Light in the Darkness”. This is a service for all ages
with well-known carols and a telling of the Christmas story.
MIDNIGHT MASS
The traditional first service to mark the start of Christmas Day begins at
11.30pm on 24 December.
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J.Willson

FUNERAL DIRECTORS

CARING FAMILY FUNERALS
SINCE 1950
Dedicated, Caring, Personal and Efficient the complete 24 hour funeral service, utilising the
traditions and experience of over 60 years in Spalding.
FLORISTRY
CATERING
HORSE DRAWN FUNERALS
GREEN BURIALS
STATIONERY
PRE-PAID FUNERALS PLANS
40 WINSOVER ROAD, SPALDING
LINCOLNSHIRE, PE11 1EJ

01775 722915
Our advertisers support us — please support them!
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EARLY CHRISTMAS MORNING
After a short night’s sleep, I will celebrate Holy Communion at 8.00am on
Christmas morning.
CHRISTMAS FAMILY COMMUNION
On Sunday 25 December the main morning service will be at the usual
time of 10.30am. There will be no Evensong this Sunday.

Christmas Services
Sunday 18

6.30pm

Christmas Carol Service

Friday 23

3.00pm

Quiet Christmas

Saturday 24

4.00pm

Almost Christmas

11.30pm

Midnight Mass

8.00am

Holy Communion

10.30am

Family Communion

(6.30pm

No Evensong)

Sunday 25

SCHOOLS WELCOME
I am looking forward to two visits to church from students at the
Springwell Academy at the beginning of December.
Between 12 and 14 December we will welcome Spalding Parish, Spalding
Grammar, Spalding High and Monkshouse Primary schools for their
Christmas services. It is a great joy to think that so many children and
young people will be coming into church at that time.
NEW YEAR
One year ends another begins, so on 14 January Revd Aileen and I will be
meeting the couples who are planning to get married in church in 2023.
Among the things that we now have to tell them about is how to obtain
their Marriage Certificate, which will be issued later by Lincolnshire
County Council, rather than given to them on the day in church.
A TIME TO CHANGE TOGETHER
Bishop Stephen has asked all licensed ministers from the Archdeaconry of
Boston to join him and other senior colleagues at St Botolph's, in Boston
for “Reimagining Church, Reimagining Ministry” on Thursday 19 January
from 10.00am to 4.00pm.
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With over 20 years experience

Family run business ● All works fully guaranteed
● Damp Proofing with written guarantees
● Plastering
● Dry Rot Wet Rot
● Specialising in Mould Control & Ventilation
Decorate areas to the highest standard with specialist paint
with a 5 year guarantee
We created Warner DPM to bring a unique brand of attention to detail, an obsession with high quality
workmanship and unrivalled service standards to our growing portfolio of extremely satisfied clients.

Call now to speak to the team
0800 622 6424
E: warnerdpm@gmail.com
www.warnerdpm.co.uk

Approved Contractors

Funeral
Services
Each of our homes provide
private arrangement rooms
and peaceful chapels of rest.
2-8 Church Street, Holbeach,
Lincolnshire, PE12 7LL
T: 01406 422 333 (24 hours)
St John’s Road, Spalding,
Lincolnshire, PE11 1JD
T: 01775 723 199 (24 hours)
West Street, Long Sutton,
Lincolnshire, PE12 9BN
T: 01406 363 648 (24 hours)
Our advertisers support us — please support them!
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“Bishop Stephen will set the direction for us all as we head into 2023,
building on the huge engagement of churches and ministers over the last
18 months in discerning their vocation.”
There is also a meeting of the Local Mission Partnership of churches,
which includes St John’s, St Mary & St Nicolas and St Paul’s in Spalding,
along with Weston, Weston Hills, Cowbit, Pinchbeck, West Pinchbeck,
Surfleet, Gosberton, Gosberton Clough and Quadring on 31 January.
If you would like to read the latest information about A Time to Change
Together there are regular updates on the Diocese of Lincoln website.
THANK YOU
I want to thank everyone who has helped in this past year with the
recovery of the church’s life as we have moved on from the worst of the
COVID pandemic. It has been good to see the numbers attending church
steadily rising again and to welcome new people in the community of the
church.
There will always be more challenges to face but I am grateful to God for
blessing our church in so many ways and to those who have remained
faithful to him and to the vision of a flourishing church that he has given
us.
God bless you with peace and joy this Christmas and strength and
courage to face the year ahead.
John Bennett

If you subscribe to TIDINGS you will get all the information about
church life hot of the press.
To start a new subscription please fill out this form and drop into the
Parish Office
Name….
Address….
Telephone no...
Email...
£8.00 for a years subscription to TIDINGS.
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Our advertisers support us — please support them!
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Christmas Reminders.
Many of us have family traditions as we celebrate
Christmas. Some handed down the years and
others are newly made, often come when a child
arrives and there is discussion about what will be
included from the childhood Christmases of each of
the parents.
One of the things we have been doing in our family
for over 30 years is to rush on Christmas morning to see if the baby Jesus
has been born and is resting snugly in the manger.
This tradition came because of a lovely gift from a family friend. One
October day we received an unexpected parcel and nestled inside was a
beautiful hand knitted nativity set with a separate tiny swaddled baby.
Each year the figures are set out ready for us to follow the journey to
Bethlehem. The baby is never with the carefully stored figures. We must
wait with great anticipation to see if we will find him safely arrived on
Christmas morning to remind us that Jesus was born as a gift of love to
be our Emmanuel, God with us.
As we come afresh each year to celebrate there are other reminders of
the first Christmas. Do the lights on the tree and around windows remind
you of the brightness of the angels singing to the shepherds of Christ’s
birth? A glorious welcome to Jesus, the light of the world.
As you wrap presents for loved ones do the wise men with their gifts for
a very special child come to mind?
If the letterbox rattles bringing loving messages in cards there is the
reminder of love coming from heaven to earth, our messiah coming in a
most unexpected way.
We will each have our own reminders that connect us to the Holy family
sheltering in a stable and to Christmases in the past.
Holding our Christmas memories again this year may we remember that
God loves each of us as he “imparts to human hearts the blessings of his
heaven.”
Revd. Aileen
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The man who married Mary
The traditional Nativity scene on our Christmas
cards has Mary with the Holy Babe. Around her
are the shepherds and Magi. We may also see
stable animals, angels and a star! While Joseph
is often included, his presence seems to be of
minor importance.
After all, we praise God for Jesus with our
familiar Christmas carols, mentioning angels,
shepherds, Wise Men and Mary but the name
of Joseph is absent! Why is Joseph given a low
profile? For he is a man to be remembered.
Joseph was a resident of Nazareth. He worked
as a carpenter and his skills would have
included making furniture, repairing buildings and crafting agricultural
tools. Although Joseph had an honourable profession, he would not have
been a man of great wealth.
The gospel writers Matthew and Luke give Joseph a few brief mentions.
After the birth of Jesus, Joseph and Mary go to the temple in Jerusalem
to dedicate the Baby to God. Afterwards, they flee into Egypt to escape
the wrath of Herod and much later return to Nazareth. 12 years later,
Mary and Joseph go with Jesus to Jerusalem for the Passover feast. Here
they lose Jesus, only to find Him in the Temple talking with religious
leaders!
Apart from these verses, the New Testament is silent about the rest of
Joseph’s life. However, we do know that Joseph was father to other
children by Mary. His four sons are named, and they had at least two
daughters. (See Matthew 13:55)
And we also know that Joseph was someone who quietly and humbly
took on the awesome role in caring for the early life of the Son of God.
Joseph would have taught Jesus many things – not just the skills of a
labourer, but the lore of the countryside which was evident in our Lord’s
teaching. Jesus grew up within a loving family and described God as
‘Father’, knowing also the good fatherly qualities of Joseph.
In the Christmas story, Joseph is placed into a situation that brought him
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misunderstanding and suspicion. But Joseph remained faithful in the
knowledge that as long as God had spoken, the opinion of others
mattered little. Before Jesus began His ministry, it is believed that Joseph
died. It is likely Jesus took on many of His father’s responsibilities before
He left home.
In the eyes of the world, Joseph was a nobody. He was not a man of
valour, fame and fortune. But he was the one who had parental
responsibility for the greatest person who has ever lived!
It is sad that we often equate ordinariness with ineffectiveness. Down the
ages, God has used many ordinary people to accomplish great things. God
continues to use ordinary people. Like Joseph, we need to know that
doing God’s will is the most important thing in life. May we, this
Christmas, respond to God’s call to us and please Him in all that we do.
Agape at Christmas
As Christmas time is approaching and we all start to think about
buying presents or stocking up on special foods for Christmas, Agape
Foodbank are asking if we could spare a thought for families
especially the children who have very little.
Agape are asking that as well as donating the usual non-perishable
items of food would you please consider donating Christmas food or
Christmas items for children. Here is a list of items that Agape
suggest would be suitable:-

Christmas Cake
Savoury Snacks
Selection Boxes

Chocolate Mints
Pringles
Christmas Crackers Mince Pies
Colouring Books
Felt Tip Pens

All donations are very much appreciated.
Thank you for your support.
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Fenchurch House Care Home
Luxury residential and dementia care home

Fenchurch House provides the kind of care we’d want all of our loved ones to
receive. Our brand new home is luxurious and beautifully furnished, whilst
retaining a warm family atmosphere that makes Fenchurch House feel
extra special.
• 60 luxury en-suite bedrooms
• Entertainment Suite
• The Mallard Tavern pub

• Marketplace and shop
• Mediterranean gardens
• Hair and pamper salon

To find out more about life at Fenchurch House contact Morgan Hicks on
01775 711 959 or morgan.hicks@ countrycourtcare.com

01775 711 959
Spalding Common, Spalding, Lincolnshire, PE11 3AS
www.countrycourtcare.com
Our advertisers support us — please support them!
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24th December: Christmas Eve
How do you celebrate Christmas Eve? It has its own customs, the
most popular of which is going to Midnight Mass, or the Christ-Mas.
This is the only Mass of the year that is allowed to start after
sunset. In Catholic countries such as Spain, Italy and Poland,
Midnight Mass is in fact the most important church service of the
entire Christmas season, and many people traditionally fast
beforehand. In other countries, such as Belgium and Denmark,
people dine during the evening, and then go on to the Midnight
Service.
The British are behind some countries when it comes to exchanging
presents: in Germany, Sweden and Portugal the custom is to
exchange on Christmas Eve. But the British are ahead of Serbia and
Slovakia, where the Christmas tree is not even brought into the
house and decorated until Christmas Eve.
Yule logs are not so popular since the decline of the fireplace, but
traditionally it was lit on Christmas Eve from a bit of the previous
year’s log, and then would be burned non-stop until 12th Night (6th
January). Tradition also decreed that any greenery such as holly, ivy
or mistletoe must wait until Christmas Eve until being brought into
the house.
We welcomed Rev. John to our November meeting.
He gave a talk entitled “From the Realms of Glory”.
This was most informative and illustrated by
pictures of angels depicted in windows and around
the Church.
Afterwards we were invited to each make a string
angel to hang on our Christmas trees.
What are your thoughts of “what is an angel” we all went away with
much to think about.
Our December meeting will be our Carol Service which we hold in the
choir stalls in Church on 12th December at 2.30. You are welcome to join
us.
Jean Hill - Branch Leader
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Remembering Dorothy Wordsworth
Two hundred and fifty years ago, on 25th
December 1771, Dorothy Wordsworth – writer,
poet and diarist – was born. She was sister to the
poet William Wordsworth.
She had no ambitions to be a published author
herself, but her diaries – particularly the Grasmere
Journal, eventually published in 1897 – reveal her
to be a talented, poetic writer, from whom her
famous brother borrowed freely, and without
attribution.
She was born in Cockermouth, one of a family of five, and her early
childhood was happy until her mother died, followed by her father when
she was 12. She was sent to live with an aunt in Halifax while her four
brothers remained together, but she was reunited with William 12 years
later, and they became extremely close.
In the intervening years she had lived for about six years in the isolated
village of Forncett, in Norfolk, where her uncle, the Rev William Cookson,
was vicar – and where she set up a small school.
Later, it seemed that she was in love quite passionately – though
probably not sexually – with her brother William, and she continued to
live with him after his marriage to Mary Hutchinson in 1893, when
Dorothy was 31 and regarded herself as too old to marry herself. She
never did marry, though she may have had a brief liaison with poet
Samuel Taylor Coleridge, a friend of William’s.
In later life she was chronically ill – possibly from the after-effects of
opium – and she remained an invalid in what her biographer described as
“a deepening haze of senility” for at least the last 25 years of her life,
dying near Ambleside at the age of 84.
Her journals describing walks with William and others in the Lake District
reveal her importance to her brother’s work and her own extraordinary
talent.

A BIG thank you to all those who came along in the cold
to help clean and polish the chandelier and lectern.
Great team work!
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The subscriptions are split 50:50 between prizes and the Heating Fund. All
funds raised will be put towards the cost of replacing the aging church
heating system.
To be included in the 12 monthly draws
beginning in January please pay £24
(cheques payable to ‘Spalding PCC’).
You can have more that one entry!
We will need the following details so that
we can share with you how to collect
should you win!
NAME
ADDRESS

TELEPHONE
EMAIL
PLEASE

RETURN TO THE

PARISH OFFICE, 1 HALMER GATE

Thank you for your support during 2022. We hope you continue
with the 200 Club in 2023 and subscriptions of £24 are now due.
Please fill out the form above and return to the Parish Office
with £24.
Payment can be made in cash to the Parish Office or by cheque
made payable to Spalding PCC .
The draw for DECEMBER has taken place and the winners are:-

Barbara Clements

£40

Tom Charlton

£20

Chris and Wendy Chew

£10

Kathleen Price

£5

DECEMBER
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MORRISS & HAYNES

For a Friendly Welcome try

FUNERAL SERVICE

TURNER’S FAMILY

A privately owned and
managed business offering
immediate personal and
dignified attention.

New Road, Spalding, Lincs.

34 FLEET STREET
HOLBEACH
SPALDING
LINCS
PE12 7AF
Telephone:

01406 425 225
(24 hours)

Stockists of:
ETERNA •MEYER •MAGEE
GURTEEN •FYNCH HATTON •OLYMP

J.F. Inkley
THE MAN’S SHOP

The Crescent, Spalding, PE11 1AN

Tel: 01775 722239

FISH RESTAURANT

OPENING TIMES:
Tues - Thurs : 11am - 2pm & 4pm - 8pm
Fri & Sat : 11am - 8pm
Tel: 01775 722502

First Choice for Fish & Chips

Mark Forth
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICES

Who better for your family ...
than a family
When a family member or loved one
has passed away, we are here to help,
assist and advise you to provide a
unique tribute to their life.

24 HOUR
CALL OUT SERVICE

01775 720800

10 New Road, Spalding, Lincolnshire, PE11 1DQ
Email: info@markforthfuneralservices.co.uk
Visit: www.markforthfuneralservices.co.uk

Neil Wade Chimney Sweep
Neil
Sweep
NACS Approved Sweep and chimney specialists.
Brush and Vac service. Fully insured. Certificates issued.
Bird guards supplied and fitted, chimneys relined.
Multifuel stoves supplied and fitted.
Bought a stove from the internet? We can fit it.

Over a Decades chimneys experience.

01775 766408
Our advertisers support us — please support them!
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Through our donations we have been able to
help in Ukraine and East Africa...
Ukraine
Over eighteen million people have fled their homes so far to escape
conflict in Ukraine. Leaving behind jobs, belongings, and loved ones,
Many are in need of urgent humanitarian assistance.
Christian Aid has responded by delivering emergency assistance to over
770,000 people affected by the war. We are working in many places
across Ukraine and also the neighbouring countries of Hungary and
Romania.

East Africa
East Africa is experiencing its driest conditions in over 40 years following
a fourth consecutive failed rainy season. Millions of people are facing
water shortages; many water points have dried up or reduced in quality,
increasing the risk of disease.
Families are taking desperate measures to survive, with over a million
people abandoning their homes in search of food, water, and pasture for
livestock. At least 7 million livestock have died in the Horn of Africa in
recent months. Consequently, children have less access to milk,
negatively impacting their nutrition.
This climate-induced crisis has been made even worse by Russia’s
invasion of Ukraine. People living in East Africa have become victims of a
war some 5,000 miles away, as rocketing food and fuel prices push
hundreds of thousands of people towards famine.
Our response targets the most vulnerable.
In Kenya, we are implementing various drought response activities in 10
targeted communities. So far, we have helped 320 house holds.
In Ethiopia, we have finished providing the first round of direct cash to
600 households. We’ve also provided money to medical centres to solve
the current health issues regarding access to medical service centre, cost
for medicine and transportation cost to health facilities.
In South Sudan, We are supply of seeds for food and tools, fishing gear
as well as farming training. We aim to support over 7,000 households
with cash donations and around 30,000 individuals for hygiene
promotion and awareness.
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Christmas Fayre

Saturday 3 December 10.30-2.30
The Vista Hall
Come along and enjoy a little pre Christmas shopping

Greening Up the Church….
this is the first stage of decorating the
church, it will give a welcome to the
hundreds of worshippers who will come
through our doors during Advent.
Friday, 9 December, 9.30am onwards.
Anyone is welcome to come a long, we
are using greenery only as this time.

Decorating for Christmas….
this will happen just before Christmas!
Our Carol Service is on 18th December,
that is still Advent.
We will decorate for Christmas the
following week. The exact day and time
will be on the weekly notice sheet.
If you are interested in helping keep a look
out for the information, you will be very
welcome!

MU CAROL SERVICE in Church
MONDAY, 12th DECEMBER at 2.30pm
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Holy Baptism
You have received the light of Christ;
walk in this light all the days of your life.
SOPHIA EMILY PRIDMORE
THEA JULIANN SPELMAN
WILLOW-GRACE ANNELIESE SMITH
GRACIE-MAE HOLMES

Marriages

God is love, and those who live in love
live in God and God lives in them.
JOSEPH CROKER AND BETHANY WALKER
FRANKIE LEE & JOYCE LEE

In Memoriam
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord
and let perpetual light shine upon them.
May the souls of the faithful departed,
through the mercy of God,
rest in peace and rise in Glory.

FREDERICK BROWN

DANIEL WHITTAKER

CAROLE FEAR

TERESA DOLBY

BETTY COLLIN

Congratulations
to Jill and Peter Gorton.
We shared in the
Celebration of their
Golden Wedding at the
end of October.
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At this very busy time of year, all at Spalding Parish Church of England
Day School are preparing to celebrate the Christmas season and the
coming of Jesus Christ. Over the course of the next few weeks there are
a number of events planned for pupils, families and the whole school
community to come together and rejoice at this very special time in the
Christian calendar.
Tuesday 6th – Thursday 8th December – ‘Bethlehem Bake-Off
Performances (morning and early evening) performed by our Year 1 and
Year 2 pupils.
Thursday 8th December – ‘Festive Thursday’ for whole school community
including Christmas Crowns, our SPCEDS approach to Christmas Jumper
Day this year.
Thursday 8th December – Christmas Lunch for whole school community,
including Governors and member of the Clergy Team of St Mary and St
Nicolas.
Monday 12th December – Key Stage 2 Carol Concert at St Mary and St
Nicolas Parish Church (7.00pm) including a range of seasonal hymns and
lessons shared by our Year 3, Year 4, Year 5 and Year 6 pupils.
Tuesday 13th December – EYFS Nativity Performances (morning and
afternoon) performed by our EYFS pupils.
Friday 16th December – Christmas Service at Spalding Parish Church of
England Day School (AM).
The Christmas season doesn’t really start until our Christmas
performances and our Carol Concert have taken place, showcasing the
talents of our pupils and the staff who work with them. These events
bring our community together to enjoy our favourite carols, remind us of
key Christmas messages and instil a real sense of pride in the
achievements of all. As such we hope parents, carers and members of
the Spalding Parish family will be able to join us during this period of
celebration.
Diane Mulley-Head Teacher
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Wishing you all a very

Merry Christmas
and a

Happy New Year
Abbey

Enterprise Way, Pinchbeck, Spalding, LincS, PE11 3TZ
Telephone: 01775 724771
Email: ap.sales@abbeyprint.co.uk
www.abbeyprint.co.uk

@AbbeyPrintLtd

