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Congratulations to COLE ,  
he is now Deputy Head Chorister. 
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Reflecting faith – The Lectern     
Have you ever considered the furniture 
that we have in our churches? 
Close your eyes and think what your own 
sitting room looks like and the furniture 
you have chosen to go in there. Most of 
us will have chairs, a sofa, one or more 
tables of different sizes, a fireplace and a 
television. Which way are the chairs 
facing? What’s the focal point? 
Churches are no different in that they 
have most fixtures and fittings in 
common, and in set places.  
In an Anglican church the focal item is the altar at the centre, with the 
lectern – from where the Bible is read out loud during services - on the 
right side as you look at it, and a pulpit on the left-hand side. 
In a Methodist church the pulpit is often behind, but built higher than the 
altar, and probably with a mobile lectern to be placed as chosen. 
This demonstrates a key difference between the two denominations. The 
former holds the bread and wine in greater importance whilst the latter 
gives that status to the preaching and the Word of God. 
Such variations reveal the way in which we ‘reflect our faith’ through our 
buildings. 
The word ‘lectern’ derives from ‘to collect, gather’, and again, ‘to speak’, 
so together it means ‘to gather words, to pick out words.’  
The words in church which we read from the lectern have been certainly 
carefully chosen and then written down. There have been centuries, 
indeed millennia, of time, thought, prayer and energy going into 
preparing the Bibles that we read today! 
It is a privilege to be asked to read from the Bible during a service, as that 
will form the basis for the sermon, the hymns and indeed the whole 
theme for that day or even that week. 
This month: Have a look at the lectern in your place of worship.  What 
material is it made from?  What shape is it?  Does it have any distinctive 
features?  Then consider how that passage or those passages are 
continued and expanded through the different elements of the service. 

We are happy to receive copy for JUNE Tidings  
by Saturday 20th May  

tidings@stmaryandstnicolas.org.uk 
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NOTES FROM THE PARSONAGE 

EASTER  

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our church’s celebration of 
Easter. We had a large Easter Garden prepared and built by members of 
the church choir and choir club helpers. There were many beautiful 
arrangements throughout the church put together by members of the 
flower team. The church choir sang, morning and evening, music that 
they have been rehearsing for the festival. Candles, special service 
sheets, sermons all had 
been prepared. 

Everything that was done 
in readiness for Easter Day 
and what was said and 
sung by more than two 
hundred worshippers was 
our offering of praise and 
thanksgiving for the 
Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. 
Thank you. 

HALL REFURBISHMENT 

We have been able to 
carry out repairs and 
renewals at the Vista Hall 
through a combination of 
money from grants and by 
generating a small but 
steady operating surplus. 
The Spalding Rectory 
Feoffees have been 
particularly generous in 
their support. Thanks to 
them we have been able 
bring forward planned 
replacement of windows. 

On Saturday 13th May 
SPALDING FLOWER PARADE 

will be coming right past our door and we 
would like to offer hospitality to all 

townsfolk and visitors. 
If you are able to ….. 
Bake a Cake         
Serve Refreshments 
Offer a Welcome 
Engage through Creative Activities 
then please sign the lists at the back of church 
on Sunday . We aim to be open from 10am-2pm 

We aim to be a loving and welcoming Christian community: 
honouring God in worship, following Christ in our lives and 

participating in his mission.  
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Where did Jesus Go? 

In Salvador Dali’s picture of Jesus’ ascension all you can see are His feet! 
As we celebrate the event this month, it prompts the question ‘where did 
Jesus go?’ Peter says Jesus ‘has gone into heaven and is at God’s right 
hand’ (1 Peter 3:22). However, the New Testament tells us three things 
about what Jesus is doing at the Father’s side. 

Sitting:    At Pentecost Peter says Jesus is ‘exalted to the right hand of God, 
He has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured 
out what you now see and hear…’ ‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my 
right hand”’ (Acts 2: 33-4). Peter is affirming Jesus’ position of authority 
and power at the heart of the universe. By pouring out the gift of the 
Holy Spirit upon us, Jesus gives us a foretaste of the life of heaven i.e. 
eternal life, forgiveness, healing, release and God’s provision for our lives. 

Standing:   When Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was being stoned to 
death by the Jewish authorities he cried out: ‘I see heaven open and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’ (Acts 7:56). Our experience 
of heaven is only ever partial, as we live with the reality of suffering and 
setbacks. However, Jesus is still on the throne! He has a bigger plan and 
purpose for our lives than we might imagine (including the difficulties), 
and we are called to trust Him daily.  

Praying:   ‘Christ Jesus who died – more than that, who was raised to life – is 
at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.’ (Romans 8:34, cf 
Hebrews 7:25). Even when we don’t know how to pray, we have the 
assurance that Jesus is already praying for us! He knows our needs even 
better than we do ourselves, so when we feel condemned or defeated in 
our Christian lives, we have somebody on our side! 

The Ascension reminds us that the risen Jesus lives in the immediate 
presence of God and both transcends and embraces our present 
experience. This truth lies at the heart of the up language used to 
describe the event. 

‘Heaven relates to earth tangentially so that the one who is in heaven can 
be present simultaneously anywhere and everywhere on earth: the 
ascension therefore means that Jesus is available, accessible, without 
people having to travel to a particular spot on the earth to find Him.’ (Tom 
Wright). 

The windows and fire door in the coffee lounge and in the green room 
above have been replaced in the last few weeks. In the summer the high 
windows on the other side of main hall will also be replaced with double-
glazed sealed units. The Hall Committee has also agreed to replace the 
strip lighting in the green room with LED light fittings. We anticipate that 
all these measures will help to reduce our energy use in the hall. 

TOWER CAPTAIN 

We welcomed Paul Doades as the new Tower Captain, in charge of the 
church bell ringers, at the start of the morning service on the Sunday after 
Easter.  

Paul has already taken a leading role in ringing for special occasions as 
well as ensuring that there are enough ringers for Sundays. I thanked Sue 
Slater, who has decided to step down from this position, and made a 
presentation to her. 

CORONATION 

I cannot put it better than the Church of England website, “The 
Coronation will be a historic moment in the life of our nation, a time to 
reflect on our history, celebrate who we are and look to our future. 

At its centre is a Christian service in which His Majesty will be anointed as 
King. It will be rooted in longstanding tradition and Christian symbolism. 
We offer our prayers for King Charles III and the Royal Family for this 
important occasion. 

We hope that this might be a moment for the nation and many around 
the world to encounter the person of Jesus Christ, the servant King, and 
hear His call to each of us to serve others.” 

We have given out copies of “Daily Prayers for the Coronation of King 
Charles III” which are intended to be used between Easter Day and the 
Coronation Day, 6 May. 

In our services on 7 May we will pray for the King and the Queen Consort. 
The music at Evensong will celebrate our King and country.  

Tickets are on sale for a parish lunch in the Vista Hall on 7 May. It is a 
cause for further celebration that a team has been assembled able to 
offer a cooked lunch again for the first times since March 2020. 
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SPALDING FLOWER PARADE 

I am delighted that there will be a new Spalding Flower Parade this year. 
It will start from the Castle Sports Ground at 11am on 13 May. 

“The parade will turn right onto Pinchbeck Road, then right onto West 
Elloe Avenue. At the twin bridges it will take Holbeach Road to the 
junction of Queen's Road where it turns right. At the end of Queen's 
Road, it crosses the roundabout onto Halmer Gate. 

“At Love Lane junction, the parade bears right onto Church Street then 
crosses High Bridge. It enters the Market Place and exits onto New Road. 
It then turns left onto Pinchbeck Road where it returns to the Castle 
field.” 

We will be serving refreshments in church and there will be activities for 
families. We will also display a large floral number as part of the Flower 
Trail Competition to win £150.  

It should be a wonderful day to remind everyone what we can do in 
Spalding when we pull together as a community. 

ASCENSION DAY 

There will be a service of Holy Communion at 7pm on Thursday 18 May to 
mark the Ascension of Jesus into Heaven forty days after the 
Resurrection. 

ANNUAL CHURCH MEETINGS 

On 24 May we will hold two annual meetings in church starting at 7.30pm. 
The first is a meeting for all parishioners to elect two churchwardens for 
the coming year. The second, which follows immediately, will include the 
church’s Annual Report and the election of members of the Parochial 
Church Council and representatives to attend the Deanery Synod. 

TAIZE SERVICE 

There will be a Taizé service on Tuesday 30 May for Pentecost at 7.30pm. I 
am grateful to Stephanie Bratley, who arranges these services, which I 
enjoy for their calm and reflective music, prayer, and silence.  

 

John Bennett 
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Funeral
Services

2-8 Church Street, Holbeach, 
Lincolnshire, PE12 7LL
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St John’s Road, Spalding, 
Lincolnshire, PE11 1JD
T: 01775 723 199 (24 hours)
 
West Street, Long Sutton, 
Lincolnshire, PE12 9BN
T: 01406 363 648 (24 hours)
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Co-op Funeral Services has 
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Call now to speak to the team
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THE Coronation of King Charles III 

On 6th May His Majesty King Charles III will be crowned alongside Camilla, 
The Queen Consort, in Westminster Abbey. How can we pray for him, as 
he approaches this important event? Paul says: ‘I urge, then, first of all, 
that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for kings and 
all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness.’ (1 Timothy 2:1,2).  

For God’s presence - to guide every aspect of King Charles’ life as he 
prepares for his Coronation and future roles. At his Accession, he was 
proclaimed Defender of the Faith, the Supreme Governor of the Church of 
England. Charles has talked about ‘the Sovereign's particular relationship 
and responsibility towards the Church of England - the Church in which my 
own faith is so deeply rooted.’ 

For God’s wisdom - as he provides leadership that will honour God and 
promote the wellbeing of our society. King Solomon prayed for wisdom 
for himself: ‘So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people 
and to distinguish between right and wrong.’ (1 Kings 3:9). 

For God’s love - to strengthen all relationships within the Royal Family; for 
reconciliation, understanding, forgiveness and good communication.  

For God’s purpose - to be fulfilled through the work of the King and Queen 
Consort and their family in the years to come. He has said: ‘and whatever 
may be your background or beliefs, I shall endeavour to serve you with 
loyalty, respect and love, as I have throughout my life.’ 

 

Everlasting God, we pray for our new King.  

Bless his reign and the life of our nation.  

Help us to work together so that truth and 
justice, harmony and fairness flourish among us;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Bishop of Durham responds to immigration proposals 

The Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, who speaks for the Church of 
England on refugees, has recently issued the following response to 
the Home Secretary's statement on the Illegal Migration Bill. 

He said: “No one wants to see people risking their lives to reach 
safety, but we must ask is this Bill the right response - one that is built 
on compassion, justice and moral leadership? 

“It’s likely to push thousands of people, including children, into a 
prolonged legal limbo and imprisonment, and does nothing to support 
timely and effective consideration of asylum requests.  

“It would label all those crossing the Channel illegal entrants and 
therefore people to whom we do not owe a responsibility and would 
criminalise the act of claiming asylum - without acknowledging that 
many are highly vulnerable people escaping persecution and war, who 
have been left with no safe routes. 

“Providing safe and legal routes is part of the solution and not one 
only to be explored after Channel crossings have ended. 

“The Home Secretary acknowledges the growing global refugee crisis, 
which we can’t solve on our own, but it is disappointing that the 
Government has decided to not take on a greater role in leading the 
world to equitably support those forced to flee their home.  

“The consequences of this will be felt by vulnerable migrants, and by 
poorer countries in the global south already supporting the vast 
majority of the world’s refugees. 

“We must not abdicate our legal and moral responsibility to some of 
the world’s most vulnerable by simply treating asylum seekers as a 
group not to be welcomed or integrated, but detained and returned. 
We must do and be better.” 

Don’t worry about what people are thinking of you.  

They aren’t thinking about you,  

they are thinking about themselves.  
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Celebration and Community 

There are three celebrations to look forward to this 
month. In date order not preference! The 
Coronation of King Charles III on Saturday 6th May, 
the Spalding Flower Parade on Saturday 13th May 
and Pentecost on Sunday 28th May. 

Each of these will be anticipated and celebrated in 
different ways.  

King Charles’ Coronation will be the first many of us have celebrated. We 
shall be able to watch the ceremony live on one of the many devices that 
make that possible. I’ll be sticking to television, on quite a large screen, 
and thinking of the memories my mum shared of Queen Elizabeth’s 
Coronation when people squashed into the sitting rooms of the few who 
had a television and watched on a very small screen. 

Many of us will recall seeing some of the 55 Flower Parades, also known 
as Tulip Parades that ended in 2013.  It is exciting to think that the bright 
colours of floats bands and so much more will travel our streets again. 

Pentecost is the most ancient celebration of these three. We remember 
the coming of the Holy Spirit to the disciples in the form of wind and fire. 
We celebrate that the gift of the comforter that Jesus promised to his 
disciples is with us today. This day is also remembered as the birthday of 
the Church, when 3000 people were baptised into ‘The Way’ of Jesus and 
his gospel of love began to spread with excitement and joy – no devices 
needed! 

Each of these celebrations offers a time for us to come together in our 
community whether in large groups or small or via a screen. A joining of 
individuals, with different lives and experiences, celebrating together, 
making connections.  

As we look forward to sitting looking at the splendour of the coronation 
or standing on Spalding streets as floats pass by or singing hymns of 
praise for the gift of the Holy Spirit may we thank God for his love and 
the freedom of choice to celebrate good things together.  

Revd Aileen 



GOD in the Sciences ~ Can Science Prove God Exists?  

This series is written by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director 
at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes on the 
positive relationship between Science and Christian faith.   

To risk sounding like a smart aleck seven-year-old, technically speaking 
you can only prove things mathematically. If you need to know that one 
plus one equals two, don’t go to a chemistry lab. The natural sciences only 
deal with things that can be observed and measured. Science has been so 
successful that it’s tempting to get carried away, valuing science above 
any other kind of knowledge, but there are other ways of knowing that 
are equally important. For example, art conveys ideas, experiences or 
emotions that provoke us to think or do something in response. 

In fact, to find answers to any of the really important questions about 
meaning and purpose that affect us throughout our lives, we always have 
to go beyond science. Some scientific data might help define the 
question, for example a farmer facing a drought would probably like to 
know some details about the current weather patterns and the 
availability of seeds for more hardy crops before she can start asking 
“What is the point of trying to grow anything at all?” But in the end, she is 
asking a deeper question – and so are the rest of us when we go through 
any significant experience in life.  

So rather than asking “Can science prove God exists?”, what about: “Are 
the findings of science compatible with the existence of a purposeful 
Creator?” For many scientists today, the answer to the second question is 
yes. They have investigated the Bible’s descriptions of the life, death and 
resurrection of Jesus Christ, and found that they make sense. They have 
discovered that they can interact with God – especially in prayer – and 
that this faith has changed their lives.  

Professor Christine Done, an Astrophysicist at Durham University, writes, 
“for me the more we know about the vast, yet intricate and beautiful 
Universe we live in, the bigger and more awe-inspiring is the God who 
made it all.”( Thinking About: The Big Bang, https://www.cis.org.uk/
resources/thinking/)  

Some go even further, making statements like this: “the way the universe 
exhibits an ordered structure, which is open to science to investigate, 
points to a mind behind it.” (Revd Dr Rodney Holder, Astrophysicist, in 

Longing, Waiting, Believing (BRF, 2014) 

The question “Can Science Prove God Exists?” turns out to be a category 
error – trying to use science to answer a non-scientific question. On the 
other hand, many scientists think there is enough evidence from a wide 
range of sources to warrant belief in God.  
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We were very pleased to have Anne Duffill 
admitted as new member on Mothering Sunday. A 
goodly number of MU members were there to 
support her. 
Revd Paul Winn was our speaker at our April 
meeting. Paul and a friend cycled over 600 miles 
to Santiago de Compostela.  
They were fortunate to attend a service in the 
Cathedral at Pentecost. They cycled up and down 
the Pyrenees stopping to take photographs on 
the way which Paul used to illustrate his talk . 
They also witnessed a large  wind turbine being delivered, it took five 
men to manoeuvre  it into place.  
They raised £10,000 for Parkinsons. 
We were saddened to hear of the passing of Richard, husband of Sylvia 
Rice Oxley our Diocesan President. A card of condolence has been sent 
to Sylvia from our branch. 
We will welcome Revd Aileen to our next meeting on Monday, 15th May 
in the Coffee Lounge at 2.30pm . You are very welcome to join us. 

Jean Hill, Branch Leader 

Do You recall… 
80 years ago, on 16th-17th May 1943 that the RAF launched Operation 
Chastise, which became famous as the ‘Dambusters’ Raid’. Bouncing 
bombs were used to bypass anti-torpedo nets and breach dams, which 
caused catastrophic flooding in Germany’s Ruhr Valley. 
75 years ago, on 14th-15th May 1948 that Israel was declared an 
independent state as the British mandate in Palestine came to an end. 
Next day the Arab-Israeli War began with the invasion of Israel by Egypt, 
Transjordan, Lebanon, Syria and Iraq.   
70 years ago, on 29th May 1953 that New Zealand mountaineer Edmund 
Hilary and Sherpa Tenzing Norgay became the first people to reach the 
summit of Mount Everest. 
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THE Coronation of King Charles III 

On 6th May His Majesty King Charles III will be crowned alongside Camilla, 
The Queen Consort, in Westminster Abbey. How can we pray for him, as 
he approaches this important event? Paul says: ‘I urge, then, first of all, 
that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for kings and 
all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all 
godliness and holiness.’ (1 Timothy 2:1,2).  

For God’s presence - to guide every aspect of King Charles’ life as he 
prepares for his Coronation and future roles. At his Accession, he was 
proclaimed Defender of the Faith, the Supreme Governor of the Church of 
England. Charles has talked about ‘the Sovereign's particular relationship 
and responsibility towards the Church of England - the Church in which my 
own faith is so deeply rooted.’ 

For God’s wisdom - as he provides leadership that will honour God and 
promote the wellbeing of our society. King Solomon prayed for wisdom 
for himself: ‘So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people 
and to distinguish between right and wrong.’ (1 Kings 3:9). 

For God’s love - to strengthen all relationships within the Royal Family; for 
reconciliation, understanding, forgiveness and good communication.  

For God’s purpose - to be fulfilled through the work of the King and Queen 
Consort and their family in the years to come. He has said: ‘and whatever 
may be your background or beliefs, I shall endeavour to serve you with 
loyalty, respect and love, as I have throughout my life.’ 

 

Everlasting God, we pray for our new King.  

Bless his reign and the life of our nation.  

Help us to work together so that truth and 
justice, harmony and fairness flourish among us;  

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 
 

Bishop of Durham responds to immigration proposals 

The Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, who speaks for the Church of 
England on refugees, has recently issued the following response to 
the Home Secretary's statement on the Illegal Migration Bill. 

He said: “No one wants to see people risking their lives to reach 
safety, but we must ask is this Bill the right response - one that is built 
on compassion, justice and moral leadership? 

“It’s likely to push thousands of people, including children, into a 
prolonged legal limbo and imprisonment, and does nothing to support 
timely and effective consideration of asylum requests.  

“It would label all those crossing the Channel illegal entrants and 
therefore people to whom we do not owe a responsibility and would 
criminalise the act of claiming asylum - without acknowledging that 
many are highly vulnerable people escaping persecution and war, who 
have been left with no safe routes. 

“Providing safe and legal routes is part of the solution and not one 
only to be explored after Channel crossings have ended. 

“The Home Secretary acknowledges the growing global refugee crisis, 
which we can’t solve on our own, but it is disappointing that the 
Government has decided to not take on a greater role in leading the 
world to equitably support those forced to flee their home.  

“The consequences of this will be felt by vulnerable migrants, and by 
poorer countries in the global south already supporting the vast 
majority of the world’s refugees. 

“We must not abdicate our legal and moral responsibility to some of 
the world’s most vulnerable by simply treating asylum seekers as a 
group not to be welcomed or integrated, but detained and returned. 
We must do and be better.” 

Don’t worry about what people are thinking of you.  

They aren’t thinking about you,  

they are thinking about themselves.  
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The draw for MAY has taken place and the winners are:- 

NEW MEMBERS ARE ALWAYS WELCOME! 

Peter Maltby £25 

Hazel Dobbs £15 

Brian Molson £10 

Dave & Ann Weatherhill £5 

The Spiritual Disciplines: Prayer 

An important spiritual discipline is prayer, where we can both listen and 
talk to God. However, it’s not always easy, and as Pentecost tells us, we 
have the Holy Spirit to help us to pray. 
‘In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what 
we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through word-
less groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, 
because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of 
God.’ (Romans 8: 26,27) 
The Spirit helps us in our weakness 
We often don’t know how to pray for a person or situation. The Holy Spir-
it is alongside to help: ‘He bears the burden with us’. He enables us to con-
nect with God and assures us that He loves to hear our prayers: ‘And by 
Him we cry, ‘Abba, Father.’ (Romans 8:15).  
The Spirit helps us in our ignorance 
When we don’t know what to ask in prayer, the Spirit prays for us with a 
perfect understanding of God’s will. The Spirit pleads on our behalf in 
‘wordless groans’, which go beyond mere words. We are never alone 
when we pray, since the Spirit takes our words and brings them to the 
Father. 
The Spirit helps us in our requests 
The Spirt intercedes for us according to the will of God. He translates the 
prayers we can’t articulate or the requests we get wrong, so that they 
come to God in accordance with His will. In prayer we attune ourselves to 
the Spirit with our words or groans. Reading the Bible alongside our pray-
er is helpful, so that we can pray in agreement with God’s Word. 
When we pray, lets confidently ask: ‘Come Holy Spirit.’ 
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For a Friendly Welcome try

TURNER’S FAMILY
FISH RESTAURANT
New Road, Spalding, Lincs.

OPENING TIMES:
Tues - Thurs : 11am - 2pm & 4pm - 8pm

Fri & Sat : 11am - 8pm
Tel: 01775 722502

First Choice for Fish & Chips

Stockists of:
ETERNA • MEYER • MAGEE

GURTEEN • FYNCH HATTON • OLYMP

  J.F. Inkley
THE MAN’S SHOP

 The Crescent, Spalding, PE11 1AN
Tel: 01775 722239

MORRISS & HAYNES
FUNERAL SERVICE

A privately owned and
managed business offering

immediate personal and
dignified attention.

34 FLEET STREET
HOLBEACH

SPALDING
LINCS

PE12 7AF

Telephone:
01406 425 225

(24 hours)

Neil Wade Chimney Sweep

Over a Decades chimneys experience.

01775 766408

NACS Approved Sweep and chimney specialists.
Brush and Vac service. Fully insured. Certificates issued.

Bird guards supplied and fitted, chimneys relined.
Multifuel stoves supplied and fitted.

Bought a stove from the internet? We can fit it.

Neil Wade Chimney Sweep

01775 720800
10 New Road, Spalding, Lincolnshire, PE11 1DQ

Email: info@markforthfuneralservices.co.uk  
Visit: www.markforthfuneralservices.co.uk

Who better for your family ...
than a family

When a family member or loved one
has passed away, we are here to help,

assist and advise you to provide a
unique tribute to their life.

Mark Forth
INDEPENDENT FUNERAL SERVICES

24 HOUR
CALL OUT SERVICE



WAYNE SEABORN MICHAEL GOODSON 

 In Memoriam 
Rest eternal grant unto them O Lord 
and let perpetual light shine upon 
them.  
May the souls of the faithful 
departed, 
through the mercy of God,  
rest in peace and rise in Glory. 
 

Holy Baptism 
 

You have received the 
light of Christ;  

walk in this light  
all the days of your life.  

KAJUS VENCKUS 

RAYAN BOUALI 

Bishop’s Bill to remove two-child limit on benefits clears 
House of Lords 

A Private Member’s Bill brought by the Bishop of Durham, Paul Butler, to 
abolish the two-child limit on Universal Credit has recently completed its 
passage through the House of Lords. The Bill will now be considered in 
the House of Commons.  

The Bill would amend previous legislation which limits the number of 
children counted when calculating benefit payments to a household. The 
limit restricts means-tested benefits to the first two children in a family if 
they were born after April 2017. 

Bishop Paul said that while the policy, introduced six years ago, may have 
been intended to help families and create a level playing field, the effect 
had been the reverse. 

“While the policy aimed to address the root causes of poverty, the two-
child limit has instead become the greatest contributor to driving children 
into poverty,” he said. 

“It impacts an estimated 1.3 million children, disproportionately affecting 
children of certain religions and ethnic minority backgrounds.” 

He added: “Through removing the two-child limit, each and every child 
will be valued. Children will no longer be reduced to a number, but be 
seen as individuals with worth and potential. 
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Where did Jesus Go? 

In Salvador Dali’s picture of Jesus’ ascension all you can see are His feet! 
As we celebrate the event this month, it prompts the question ‘where did 
Jesus go?’ Peter says Jesus ‘has gone into heaven and is at God’s right 
hand’ (1 Peter 3:22). However, the New Testament tells us three things 
about what Jesus is doing at the Father’s side. 

Sitting:    At Pentecost Peter says Jesus is ‘exalted to the right hand of God, 
He has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured 
out what you now see and hear…’ ‘The Lord said to my Lord: “Sit at my 
right hand”’ (Acts 2: 33-4). Peter is affirming Jesus’ position of authority 
and power at the heart of the universe. By pouring out the gift of the 
Holy Spirit upon us, Jesus gives us a foretaste of the life of heaven i.e. 
eternal life, forgiveness, healing, release and God’s provision for our lives. 

Standing:   When Stephen, the first Christian martyr, was being stoned to 
death by the Jewish authorities he cried out: ‘I see heaven open and the 
Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.’ (Acts 7:56). Our experience 
of heaven is only ever partial, as we live with the reality of suffering and 
setbacks. However, Jesus is still on the throne! He has a bigger plan and 
purpose for our lives than we might imagine (including the difficulties), 
and we are called to trust Him daily.  

Praying:   ‘Christ Jesus who died – more than that, who was raised to life – is 
at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.’ (Romans 8:34, cf 
Hebrews 7:25). Even when we don’t know how to pray, we have the 
assurance that Jesus is already praying for us! He knows our needs even 
better than we do ourselves, so when we feel condemned or defeated in 
our Christian lives, we have somebody on our side! 

The Ascension reminds us that the risen Jesus lives in the immediate 
presence of God and both transcends and embraces our present 
experience. This truth lies at the heart of the up language used to 
describe the event. 

‘Heaven relates to earth tangentially so that the one who is in heaven can 
be present simultaneously anywhere and everywhere on earth: the 
ascension therefore means that Jesus is available, accessible, without 
people having to travel to a particular spot on the earth to find Him.’ (Tom 
Wright). 

The windows and fire door in the coffee lounge and in the green room 
above have been replaced in the last few weeks. In the summer the high 
windows on the other side of main hall will also be replaced with double-
glazed sealed units. The Hall Committee has also agreed to replace the 
strip lighting in the green room with LED light fittings. We anticipate that 
all these measures will help to reduce our energy use in the hall. 

TOWER CAPTAIN 

We welcomed Paul Doades as the new Tower Captain, in charge of the 
church bell ringers, at the start of the morning service on the Sunday after 
Easter.  

Paul has already taken a leading role in ringing for special occasions as 
well as ensuring that there are enough ringers for Sundays. I thanked Sue 
Slater, who has decided to step down from this position, and made a 
presentation to her. 

CORONATION 

I cannot put it better than the Church of England website, “The 
Coronation will be a historic moment in the life of our nation, a time to 
reflect on our history, celebrate who we are and look to our future. 

At its centre is a Christian service in which His Majesty will be anointed as 
King. It will be rooted in longstanding tradition and Christian symbolism. 
We offer our prayers for King Charles III and the Royal Family for this 
important occasion. 

We hope that this might be a moment for the nation and many around 
the world to encounter the person of Jesus Christ, the servant King, and 
hear His call to each of us to serve others.” 

We have given out copies of “Daily Prayers for the Coronation of King 
Charles III” which are intended to be used between Easter Day and the 
Coronation Day, 6 May. 

In our services on 7 May we will pray for the King and the Queen Consort. 
The music at Evensong will celebrate our King and country.  

Tickets are on sale for a parish lunch in the Vista Hall on 7 May. It is a 
cause for further celebration that a team has been assembled able to 
offer a cooked lunch again for the first times since March 2020. 
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NOTES FROM THE PARSONAGE 

EASTER  

Thank you to everyone who contributed to our church’s celebration of 
Easter. We had a large Easter Garden prepared and built by members of 
the church choir and choir club helpers. There were many beautiful 
arrangements throughout the church put together by members of the 
flower team. The church choir sang, morning and evening, music that 
they have been rehearsing for the festival. Candles, special service 
sheets, sermons all had 
been prepared. 

Everything that was done 
in readiness for Easter Day 
and what was said and 
sung by more than two 
hundred worshippers was 
our offering of praise and 
thanksgiving for the 
Resurrection of Jesus 
Christ from the dead. 
Thank you. 

HALL REFURBISHMENT 

We have been able to 
carry out repairs and 
renewals at the Vista Hall 
through a combination of 
money from grants and by 
generating a small but 
steady operating surplus. 
The Spalding Rectory 
Feoffees have been 
particularly generous in 
their support. Thanks to 
them we have been able 
bring forward planned 
replacement of windows. 

On Saturday 13th May 
SPALDING FLOWER PARADE 

will be coming right past our door and we 
would like to offer hospitality to all 

townsfolk and visitors. 
If you are able to ….. 
Bake a Cake         
Serve Refreshments 
Offer a Welcome 
Engage through Creative Activities 
then please sign the lists at the back of church 
on Sunday . We aim to be open from 10am-2pm 

We aim to be a loving and welcoming Christian community: 
honouring God in worship, following Christ in our lives and 

participating in his mission.  
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Reflecting faith – The Lectern     
Have you ever considered the furniture 
that we have in our churches? 
Close your eyes and think what your own 
sitting room looks like and the furniture 
you have chosen to go in there. Most of 
us will have chairs, a sofa, one or more 
tables of different sizes, a fireplace and a 
television. Which way are the chairs 
facing? What’s the focal point? 
Churches are no different in that they 
have most fixtures and fittings in 
common, and in set places.  
In an Anglican church the focal item is the altar at the centre, with the 
lectern – from where the Bible is read out loud during services - on the 
right side as you look at it, and a pulpit on the left-hand side. 
In a Methodist church the pulpit is often behind, but built higher than the 
altar, and probably with a mobile lectern to be placed as chosen. 
This demonstrates a key difference between the two denominations. The 
former holds the bread and wine in greater importance whilst the latter 
gives that status to the preaching and the Word of God. 
Such variations reveal the way in which we ‘reflect our faith’ through our 
buildings. 
The word ‘lectern’ derives from ‘to collect, gather’, and again, ‘to speak’, 
so together it means ‘to gather words, to pick out words.’  
The words in church which we read from the lectern have been certainly 
carefully chosen and then written down. There have been centuries, 
indeed millennia, of time, thought, prayer and energy going into 
preparing the Bibles that we read today! 
It is a privilege to be asked to read from the Bible during a service, as that 
will form the basis for the sermon, the hymns and indeed the whole 
theme for that day or even that week. 
This month: Have a look at the lectern in your place of worship.  What 
material is it made from?  What shape is it?  Does it have any distinctive 
features?  Then consider how that passage or those passages are 
continued and expanded through the different elements of the service. 

We are happy to receive copy for JUNE Tidings  
by Saturday 20th May  

tidings@stmaryandstnicolas.org.uk 
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Congratulations to COLE ,  
he is now Deputy Head Chorister. 
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AbbeyPrint Ltd
Enterprise Way, Pinchbeck, Spalding, 

Lincolnshire PE11 3TZ
01775 724771 l ap.sales@abbeyprint.co.uk

www.abbeyprint.co.uk

SIGNS
BANNERS

OPEN TO THE PUBLIC

DESIGN
PRINT

OFFICE
SUPPLIES


